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One of the most important problems in karstic aquifers studies is to determine groundwater 

flow regime in such hard rock aquifers. Methods to determine whether flow system in an aqui-

fer is diffuse, conduit or something in between, are in most cases expensive and time consum-

ing. The major aim of this study is to reduce and optimize costs and time of flow system deter-

mination in karstic aquifers. To reach this goal two basins were selected and were chosen be-

cause of status of their karstic development. Cheshme Gilas basin is located NE of Iran and 

Dasht-e Bou basin is located N of Iran. 

There is only one spring in each basin which is the only discharge point of them (Gilas spring in 

the Cheshme Gilas and Gholghol spring in the Dasht-e Bou basin). They have been used to de-

termine the hydrogeological characteristics of study areas. Also, structural properties and li-

neaments geometrical characteristics of the two basins are measured concurrently. 

Studies show that flow system in Dasht-e Bou aquifer is fully diffuse (Fig. 1a), while in Cheshme 

Gilas is mixed (Fig. 1b). 

a) b) 

  

Figure 1. Recession curves in study areas: a) Gholghol spring recession curve (Dasht-Bou); b) Gilas spring 

recession curve (Cheshme Gilas). 

Average fractures dip in Cheshme Gilas basin is less than that of in Dasht-e Bou (Tab. 1).  

Table 1. Fracture geometry statistics (related rose diagrams will be inserted in the extended paper). 

Basin Fracture Type Filling (%) Ave. Dip Dip SD. Strike SD. Length (m) 

Cheshme Gilas Relaxation 55 47 20 9.5 24 
Tensional 73 73 17 70 11 

Shear 44 77 15 78 18 
Dasht-e Bou Relaxation 74 73 11.5 48.5 10.2 

Tensional 52 74.4 5.6 96.9 8 
Shear 35 74.6 9.5 133.6 12 

These show that in Cheshme Gilas less fractures filling, more relaxation fractures intensity 

(maps will be inserted in the extended paper) and less fractures dip in comparison with that of 

Dasht-e Bou are major reasons for more developed karstic features. Furthermore, fractures 

strike standard deviations (SD) in Cheshme Gilas basin are less than that of Dasht-e Bou. More-

over, in Cheshme Gilas fractures are concentrated in distinctive areas (Maps are available). So, 

these cause less fluid energy downfall and more concentrated karstification in Cheshme Gilas 

aquifer. Besides, fractures aperture size distributions in Dasht-e Bou are more homogenous 

than Cheshme Gilas which cause heterogeneity in karstification in Cheshme Gilas (Fig. 2). 
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Figure 2. Fractures aperture size distributions for various types of joints in the both study areas. Dotted 

lines illustrate non-filled fractures; while, dashed ones are demonstrate those which are filled. Continues 

lines reveal overall percent of fractures: a) Cheshme Gilas relaxation fractures; b) Cheshme Gilas tensional 

fractures; c) Cheshme Gilas shear fractures; d) Dasht-Bou relaxation fractures; e) Dasht-Bou tensional 

fractures; f) Dasht-Bou shear fractures.  
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